
TREE FACTS

1. No other organism on Earth lives as long as 
a tree. The oldest known tree is a 5,000 year 

old bristlecone pine in California. 

2. The rings in a cut tree don’t just reveal its 
age. They can also show signs of 

environmental changes, like a volcanic 
eruption or severe drought.

3. Trees can communicate with each other 
underground. They exchange information 
and share nutrients through a network of 

mycorrhizal fungi. They can even recognize 
and make space for their own offspring!

4. Trees can also warn each other of danger, 
like invasive pests, by releasing stress 

pheromones from their damaged leaves. 

5. Each year, a mature tree will absorb more 
than 48 pounds of carbon dioxide from the 

atmosphere and release oxygen in 
exchange. 

6. Some trees trap dangerous fine particulate 
air pollutants like dust and auto exhaust and 
can cut the amounts that enter our homes by 

half. Just one tree can absorb up to 10 
pounds of toxic air pollution every year. 

The Woodbury Shade Tree & Sidewalk 
Committee supports the community by 

planting trees in public spaces, educating 
residents about trees and their care, and 

advocating for improved pedestrian 
walkways.

We are supported by your 
tax-deductible donations.

Town of Woodbury Shade Tree Fund
281 Main Street South
Woodbury, CT 06798

Woodbury Trees

Walking Tour
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SM= Sugar Maple. It takes 40 gallons of sap from 
Acer Saccharum to make one gallon of maple 
syrup!

LN=Linden. Trees in the Tilia genus are also 
known as Basswood in North America, and these 
fragrant trees are an excellent source of nectar for 
honey bees.

AE=American Elm. Once the most popular street 
trees, many of the fast-growing Ulmus americana 
were destroyed by Dutch Elm Disease (DED) in 
the 20th century. 

PO=Pin Oak. The Quercus palustris provides 
dense shade, and its acorns are an important 
source of food for many small mammals and birds, 
especially ducks.

WP= Eastern White Pine. The Pinus strobus is the 
largest conifer in the Northeast, and the needles 
are loaded with vitamin C.
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SE= Siberian elm. The Ulmus pumila, 
distinguished by its very small leaves, seeds so 
abundantly it can become invasive.

CB=Copper Beech. Also known as European 
Beech, the Fagus sylvatica purpurea produces 
edible nuts, or masts, which were once used to 
feed pigs.

YW=Yew. The Taxus baccata is incredibly long-
lived and is not considered ancient until it reaches 
900 years old.
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AS=American Sycamore. Platanus 
occidentalis is known for its peeling outer 
bark, which falls away and exposes the 
smooth grey or white inner layer.

AH= American Holly. Ilex Opaca provides 
both berries and cover for small birds and 
mammals, and bees love its spring flowers.

SG=Sweetgum. Liquidambar styraciflua has 
leaves like a 5-pointed star, and its seed balls 
are a favorite food of goldfinches.

KD=Kousa Dogwood. Widely known for its 
showy 4-petaled flowers, the Cornus kousa 
also produces small fruits which are eaten by 
birds and squirrels.

WO= White Oak. Quercus alba doesn’t begin 
producing acorns until they’re about 20 years 
old, but they can produce over a million in 
their lifetime.
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AV= Arborvitae. Thuja occidentalis is known as 
the “tree of life” and releases a strong fragrance 
when the leaves are squeezed.

NS=Norway Spruce. The Picea abies is a 
European native which makes an ideal roost for 
hawk and owls.

WC= Weeping Cherry. Known for its umbrella of 
pollinator-friendly spring blossoms, the Prunus 
pendula also provides an abundance of small 
berries for birds.
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ZK=Zelkova. Zelkova Serrata is 
a member of the elm family, but with 
resistance to Dutch Elm Disease (DED).

CO= Charter Oak. This white oak is a 
descendant of CT’s original Charter Oak 
and was planted for the 1976 
bicentennial.


